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Safeguarding – What you need to know

1. Ensure opportunities for all children and young people, whatever their age, culture, disability, gender, language, racial origin, religious belief and/or sexual identity should be able to participate in brass banding in an enjoyable and safe environment.
2. Take all reasonable steps to protect children and young people from harm, discrimination and degrading treatment and to respect their rights, wishes and feelings.
3. Taking action swiftly and appropriately to all suspicions and allegations of poor practice or abuse.
4. Ensuring that all its members will similarly accept responsibility for the welfare of the children and young people in their care in accordance with this policy.

Good practice

[bookmark: _GoBack]All members associated with Dunston Silver Band should adhere to the following principles and actions before undertaking any activities involving children and young people:

· make the experience of brass playing fun and enjoyable; 
· promote fairness, confront and deal with bullying and do not condone rule violations or the use of prohibited or illegal substances;
· insist on adherence to Safeguarding procedures;
· treat all children and young people equally; this means giving both the more and less talented members of a group similar attention, time, respect and preserving their dignity;
· always be publicly open when working with children and young people. Avoid sessions or meetings where a band member and an individual child or young person are completely unobserved;
· maintain an appropriate and open environment, with no secrets.;
· avoid unnecessary physical contact with children and young people. Where any form of physical guidance is required in teaching technique, this should be provided openly and with the consent of the child or young person. It is important to educate parents of what is and is not acceptable in the context of brass playing. Physical contact (touching) can be appropriate so long as it is neither intrusive nor disturbing and the child or young person’s permission has been given;
· maintain a safe and appropriate relationship with children and young people. It is inappropriate for band members and others in positions of authority to have an intimate relationship with a child or young person, even if they are over 16, the normal age of legal consent. (This could also be a criminal offence ‘abuse of trust’ in certain circumstances defined by the Sexual Offences (Amendment) Act 2000)
· Maintain appropriate standards of behaviour at social events that children and young people attend.
· Be a good role model, for example by not smoking or drinking alcohol while working with children and young people.

If you have any questions, or you need further information, please do not hesitate to contact the Welfare Officer or a Committee Member.
image1.jpeg
Dunston
Silver Band

Stpportadby Brisal et Motors





